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subject to his commands in that respect, and professed
my readiness to deliver the paper I held in my hand
to any Minister he should appoint, and to request that
it might be considered, notwithstanding the form in
which it was preferred, as an official note. After some
little consideration he said that he preferred the latter
method, and pointed out the Comte de Colloredo,
Grand Chamberlain, who was then in the ante-room, to
receive it. This being adjusted, I nevertheless opened
the substance of my note verbally, accompanying it by
every expression of respect and of estimation towards
the Emperor personally which could soothe his mind
and tend to soften the asperity that belonged to the
nature and substance of the thing. I extinguished
between the sovereign and his advisers on the English
principle, and aimed directly and by name at Count
de Lehrbach, whose administration I stated was incon-
sistent with any degree of confidence on our parts and
would probably prove fatal to our connection. Then the
Emperor defended his measure with more vigour than I
should have expected. He dwelt on its necessity and on
its not being even so disadvantageous in a military view,
the garrisons being more useful in the field than the
fortresses were beneficial. He said his intention was
to lay the whole in all its details before me, and then
to leave the judgment to my own candour. I must not
conceal from you that he leant heavily on your retiring
as precipitate and intemperate, and said that he had
already ordered Lehrbach to come to me with full ex-
planations of that part of the subject, and that he
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